
 

Understanding and Managing Herpes Simplex Iridocyclitis 

What is Herpes Simplex Iridocyclitis?   

Herpes Simplex Iridocyclitis is an inflammation of the iris and ciliary body within the 

eye, typically caused by the herpes simplex virus usually by HSV-1 (virus causing 

cold sores) but occasionally HSV-2 genital herpes. This condition can lead to pain, 

light sensitivity, redness, and vision changes if not treated promptly. It is often 

associated with recent cold sore especially around the mouth.  

Temporal Relationship: Patients with a history of cold sores may experience ocular 

symptoms concurrently or shortly after an outbreak of cold sores. However, not all 

occurrences of cold sores will lead to herpetic keratitis, and vice versa. Contact 

lenses wearers are more susceptible as  self inoculation with the HSV-1 is more 

likely while handling the lenses and the micro abrasions caused by contact lenses 

make this more likely to produce an infection.  

Viral Shedding and Autoinoculation: During an active cold sore outbreak, the virus 

is present in high quantities, which increases the risk of autoinoculation. Touching a 

cold sore and then touching the eye can potentially transfer the virus, leading to 

herpetic eye disease. 

Immunological Factors: An individual's immune response plays a crucial role in the 

reactivation of the virus and its manifestation in different body parts. Stress, illness, 

or immunosuppression can trigger outbreaks of cold sores and potentially influence 

the risk of ocular involvement. 

Clinical Observation: Clinicians often observe a higher likelihood of herpetic 

keratitis in patients with a history of HSV-1 related cold sores, although a direct 

cause-and-effect relationship is not always established in every case.   

Symptoms to Watch For:   

- Eye redness and irritation   

- Sensitivity to light   

- Blurred or decreased vision   

- Pain in the eye   

- Watering of the eye   

Treatment Options:   

1. Antiviral Medications: Oral or topical antivirals such as acyclovir, valacyclovir, or 

famciclovir are often prescribed to control the viral infection. Your doctor will 

determine the best medication and dosage based on your condition. 



 

2. Anti-inflammatory Therapy: Corticosteroid eye drops or injections may be used 

to reduce inflammation. Your doctor will monitor this treatment closely due to 

potential side effects. 

3. Cycloplegic Drops: These drops help to dilate your pupil and relieve pain caused 

by muscle spasms in the eye. They also prevent the iris from sticking to the lens, 

which can happen in cases of inflammation. 

4. Monitoring and Adjusting Treatment: Regular follow-up appointments are 

essential to monitor the progress of your treatment and make any necessary 

adjustments. 

5. Managing Complications: If complications arise, additional treatments or 

interventions may be needed. It's crucial to report any changes in your symptoms 

promptly. 

Lifestyle and Home Care Tips:   

- Protect Your Eyes: Wear sunglasses to reduce light sensitivity when outdoors. 

- Maintain Hygiene: Avoid touching your eyes to prevent spreading the infection. This 

is especially important if you have a cold sore or wear contact lenses.  

- Follow Your Treatment Plan: Take all medications as prescribed and attend all 

follow-up appointments. 

Preventing Recurrences:   

Long-term antiviral therapy may be recommended to prevent future episodes, 

especially if you have recurrent infections. 

 

When to Seek Immediate Care:   

Contact your doctor or seek immediate medical attention if you experience: 

- A sudden increase in eye pain or redness   

- A noticeable decrease in vision   

- Signs of an eye infection, including pus or discharge   

Remember: Herpes simplex iridocyclitis is a manageable condition with prompt and 

proper treatment. Your healthcare team is here to support you throughout your 

treatment journey. 
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